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Edging into the wider
architectural firmament,

with projects from locales

as diverse as Bloomsbury and
the Himalayas, the architects
shown in these pages are the
stars of tomorrow. Around 350
schemes were whittled down
to four winners who share the
prize fund of £10,000. There are
also 10 Highly Commended

schemes. Now in their 15th year,
the Awards continue to astonish

us with their range and
resourcefulness. Only built
work is eligible for submission
as we know that architecture
:annot simply be confined

to paper or computerised
theorising, but is a compact
with society to build well

and to build responsibly.
Offering a compelling snapshot
of design activity from around
the world, we hope that the
schemes shown here will be

a powerful incentive for others
to go out and do even better.
Austin Williams profiles the
winners overleaf.

ATELIER DE
LYON/RAAAF

This award is shared between
RAAATF and Atelier de Lyon for
their Bunker S project near
Masstriehl, This is an artistic
intervention along the new Datch
Waterling commiszioned by

the Dulch Service for Land

and Water Management.

By slicing open one of the
historie conerete defenee bunkers
Lo reveal its spartan interior, the
team wants to create a ‘public
domain out of them'. This
bomb-resistant pillbox is bisected
with a boardwalk that rons down
some stepes, throaeh the middle
and ont to the water, The
architects say the project
‘unorthoedoxly guestions the
Duteh and UNESCO policies
on cultural heritage’,

I*reviously known as Rictveld
Landscape until the end of
October 2013, RAAAF (Rictveld
Architecture-Art-Aflordances)

which presumahly works botter
as 4 Duteh geronvm — is the new
name, [t has been chosen, say
the architects, to better reflect
o practice "at the crossroads of
architecture, art and science’,

If Lhat sentence wasn't
evidenes enough of their
creativity, their research into the
potential of the growing number
of vacant government buildings
in the Netherlands led them to
lannech the new discipline of
‘Vacaney Studies’, In 2012, this
discipline was included in the
Knowledge and Innovation
Azenda of the government’s
Creative Tndustry secbor; and
vacaney has snbzequoently been
particularly prevalent in the
Netherlands Organisation for
Scientific Hesearch too, it scems,

The founding partners of
BRAAAF are Priz de Rome
architecture loureate Ronald
Rietveld and his brother,
philosopher Erik Rietveld,

Erik regularly publishes in
international philosophical

Erick de Lyon, architect of Bunker 599

journals aboul ‘acting =kilfully
without thinking about it”,
RAAAF's partner on this
winning project iz Erick de Lyon,
ol arts practice Atelior de Lyvon.
D Lvon's work finds its
expression in the Duteh
landseape and he eollaborates
with landscape architects, tlown
planners, hydranlic engineers
and technicians among others
Lo achieve Lhe best results. The
starting point of his work comes
fronn *contextusl knowledge
abont the site’ aequired by
‘combining observations ol
the environment with relevant
knowledge of others’. The
common aspeet of the twe
practices” philosophical approach
Lo working, il seems, is that, in
line with Rictveld's imthinking
e ':_I,I_i'l.'llfll.. |||' |,'.'1||| alao SVE
that hiz work cmerges “almost

spontaneonsly’,

Erik Rigtvold (top) and Ronald Rietveld
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Bunker 599,
Culemborg,

The Netherlands,
RAAAF/Atelier
de Lyon
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SPLIT
INFINITY

. A bisected pillbox on the bank

- of a dyke opens a way through the
sometimes impenetrable memories
of war to a future of broader horizons
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JONATHAN GLANCEY

It is not the most beantiful or obviously
inspiring location in Holland, Barope,
or the world, and vet the dot on the map
at Culemborg whore Bunker 589 broods
alongside the lngFubrious waters of

the 1#th-contory Diefdijk, and faces

the relentless moechanised roar of the
Amsterdum-Maastricht motorway,

i= podgnant, and oddly moving.

This reinforced-concrete bunker, erectied
in early 1940 as part of Holland's defences
against military invasion, has been split in two

ot throngh by steel wires like some giant,
and umtypically hard, Duteh cheese — and
now acls a2 g framed viewpoint for passers-by
whao, stepping down from the roadway, pass
throweh its mowrnfal bolk out onio a wooden
jotty, set between timber piles, to the very
adge of the diik, and a view across the
motorway, clectricity pylons and fat levels
stretehing away into an infinitely big sky,

There is no meaning here other than
stopping to stare, Certainly, the remodelled
Bunker 5849 catches the eyes of walkers
and evelists, [E iz at onee, or 30 it 2eems,

i large-seale contemporary scalpture,
or, perhaps — seen from a distance — some
Neolithie standing stone. And just as those
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ancient and ineffable monuments draw

ns to them, as if magnetically, so this split
conerete bunker, reconceived by Rictveld
Landzcape, with Atelior de Lyon, commands
attention, Walkers, this way, if you please,
Cyoelists, dismonnt,

A part of the polgnaney lies in the Fct that,
like its many sibling bunkers, pillboxes and
canal-side defences, Fort 5899 did nothing
to stop the Germans from invading Holland
in May 1940 and ccenpying the conntry in o
few days, For all its ingennity, the extensive
avatem of water defences built from tho
mid-17th century to 1940 was unable to hold
up an enegmy who simply bypassed it. German
paratroopers were dropped in their thonsands
on the other side of the 85 kilometre long
Dutel Waterline, while the Luftwaffe redoced
muizh of Rotterdam to robble, threatening tho
game treatment for Amsterdam and other key
cities unless the Duteh surrendered, They ad
o choies, So, all the ingenuity that went into
the ereation of o vast waterworks designed
Loy flood the eastern Netherlands and so
hold back invasions by Spanish, French and
German armies, was ultimalely to no effect.

dven thon, the defonees wore shored ap
again after the Second World War, as if they
mizhl restrain the might of the Boviet armed
forees at the outbreak of a much-feared
Third World War. Holland may have fought

I {Previous spread)
passers-by areinvited to
cntor the bunkor by steps
2. (Dpposite) the projoct
collides abstract form
and historical relic

o pvocative offoct

location plan

Bunker 599,
Culemborg,

The Netherlands,
RAAAF | Atelier
de Lyon




3 (Opposite) the visitoris  Bunker 599,
drawn out onto the water

4. The sliced concrote Culembo ré
takesonasky-reflecting  The Netherlands,
sheen, making the &
manmade material feel HMAF'IA'EIIE[
like funereal granite and de L}'nn

the aportures, catacombs

Architect

RAAAFAtalier de Lyon

Photographs

Courtesy of the architect

‘Lhesprite the prroject’s small geale, i is

very pateerfid, It fos o mic of delicafeness,
strength and impertinence, which is rare

fo ebseree, and ix elore .".lr:'..' inserted in e
site, Hnding ndseape and woder, I eleariy
stoawd aud beeavuse of e simplicily, beauty
el capacity to sifuets F.f.'\c.".lf'.f'lr,ar?'rq"-"‘a-,u art
leentelageape el arehitecture.

MANUELLE GAUTRAND

brilliantly against the Spanish in the 17th
contury, but — eapecially bocuuse of itz fad
geography — il was to be no mateh for thie
sheer might of Napoleon and, later, Adolf
Hitler, And, vet, today, the trade borne by
all those articulated lorries thundering along
the A2 motorway in view of Bunker 599 js a

symbal of o Furope at peace, of boundaries
pu=hed aside, of infinite possibilitics,
This, oo, is something to contemplate
while looking throngh the fissure Rietveld
Landseape have exeavated throongh the
warless concrete bunker, out into that level
economic playing fleld, that boundless sky.
Unlike the German Atlantic Wall bunkers
built by the Todt Organization as a defenee
arainat the Allied invasion of mainland
Europe, the Duteh fortifications seem, if not
innocent, unthreatening, One bunker — Forl
Hoofddijk — is now a part of the hotanieal
garden ot the University of Ttrechit, wlhile
others serve as eafés and bed-and-break fast
hostels, Their pictoresque quality, and, of
course, Lheir historical importance, was fully
pecognised in 1099 when a central, regional
and local government masterplan was drawn
up to re-imagine the Duteh Waterlineg, old
and new, as a Kind of national park, or trail,
The Hungarian-born, New York artist, Agnes
Drenes, was charged with overall artistic
control, and now Lthe plan is unfolding,

“T'oday there remains a whole
world of redundant structures,
technologies and landscapes
that can yet be transformed,

no matter how seemingly naive
or banal, into something moving
or quietly contemplative’

ovar i 20-year period from 2000, the length
of this haanting, and, for many visitors to
Holland, still unexpected military landscape,
Bunker 594 is just one of the *strategic
interventions” Rietveld Landscape hs
acrossg Holland. The practice, which was
founded by Ronald and Erik Rietveld in 20006
and has recently been renamed RAAAF
(Rietveld Architecture-Art-Affordances),
came to international attention at the 2000

Venice Biemnale, Its project there, Vacant N1,

was o strangely compelling stady of 10,000
emply government uildings - an epormous
number in a amall country — with imaginative
idens of what could be done with them:
the Duteh government has been listening.
For this vear's Peace of Utrecht Festival,
RAAAT unveiled its Seoret Operation 610,
Thiz proved to be another meditation on
defence, its impact on the landscape and ils
possible fatility against overwhelming odds.

Again, it s hard to know quite what to
make of this RAAAF project, and yet there
is something strangely thrilling in the sight
of the most unexpected think-tank stadio
vou will ever have enconntered omerging

on caterpillar tracks — in the guise of 2ome
monstrous Cold War warrior, Captain
Condor space vehiele, or giant mechaniceal
from an abandoned F-15 military jet
interceptor hangar at Soesterberg airbase,
The jet black machine trundles in sinister
fashion along a conerete runway that never
saw Cold War aiveraft taking ofl in anger
with a cirele of Delft university enginecrs
inside itz belly working on their *CleanBra’
praject, a quast for ‘no noise, no carbon,
just (1" aireralt of the Mture,

Architects have long ereated
Hintervenlions' in Lhe landscape
fownscape, too — that raise boildings of
whatever purpose above the lovel of pure
functionality, from domes and spires
to trinmphal arches and even — think of
Inigo Jones — masques and other theatrieal
diversions. Today, thongh, there remains
a whole world of redundant structures,
technologies and indscapes that can vet be
transformaed, no matter how seemingly naive
or banal, into something moving or guietly
contemplative, and whether overlooking somoe
Ivrical valley or grinding Duteh motorway.

CTow
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